Spring Viremia of Carp Virus (SVCV) Rule and the Importation of Susceptible Fish
Species

General Information and Suggested Procedural Checklist for
Florida Importers of SVCV-Susceptible Fish Species

(As of June 2009)

General Information

The interim rule for SVCV-susceptible fish species was announced in the August 30,
2006 Federal Register (http://www.regulations.gov/fdmspublic/component/main). The
rule went into effect on_Monday, October 30, 2006. This rule requires that naturally
susceptible SVCV fish or their gametes (eggs or sperm) being imported into the U.S.
must be accompanied by an official veterinary health certificate, with English translation,
stating that the fish originate from a country, region or farm that has been determined to
be SVCV free. In addition, if you are importing SVCV-susceptible species into the U.S.
you must acquire an import permit through the United States Department of Agriculture,
Animal Plant Health Inspection Service (USDA APHIS) prior to scheduling a shipment.

Things to Consider Ahead of Time

e User Fees are incurred for import permits and port inspections of shipments.
APHIS will accept a check or money order (made payable to USDA APHIS),
bank cards (VISA, MasterCard, or American Express), or through established
credit with the agency. If you routinely import SVCV-susceptible species, it
IS suggested that you establish a user fee credit account. For more information
on establishing this type of account, you may request an application:

By mail: USDA APHIS ART
P.O. Box 3334
Minneapolis, MN 55403

By phone: 1-877-777-2128
612-370-2291

Download online: http://www.aphis.usda.gov/library/forms and select
“APHIS 192~

e Know your port of entry (POE) contact. Importers must give USDA APHIS
Veterinary Services (VS) port veterinarians at least 72 hours advance notice
of any shipments containing SVCV-susceptible species.
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If possible, it is recommended that you obtain from the exporter an example
of the health certificate they intend to use for exporting SVCV-susceptible
fish to the U.S. and fax a copy of the certificate to Dr. Christa Speekmann (fax
number: 301-734-6402) or Dr. Kathleen Hartman (fax number: 813-671-
5234) to be sure that the language of the certificate is appropriate. This may
avoid problems at the port of entry.

Suggested Importer Checklist

1.

Are fish (or their gametes) being imported into the U.S. susceptible to
SVCV?

If you are importing any of the following fish species you will need an import
permit and a health certificate to accompany the shipment (fish species not
listed are exempt from the import requirements):

Common carp, including koi (Cyprinus carpio)

Grass carp (Ctenopharyngodon idella)

Silver carp (Hypophthalmichthys molitrix)

Bighead carp (Aristichthys nobilis)

Crucian carp (Carassius carassius)

Goldfish (Carassius auratus)

Tench (Tinca tinca)

Sheatfish (Silurus glanis)

If yes, then go to step 2.
Do you have a permit for the import?

You must obtain a USDA import permit (form VS-135) if you are importing
any of the species listed above (one application per permit is required).
Import permit applications (form VS 17-129) may be obtained by mail or
downloaded online (fillable pdf format).

By mail contact: USDA National Center for Import & Export
Unit 38
4700 River Road
Riverdale, MD 20737-1231

Download:
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/import_export/animals/downloads/vs17 12
9.pdf

For information on how to complete this application go to:
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/vs/pdf files/vs17-129-cover.pdf

Completed import permit applications may be mailed or faxed:
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Mail to: USDA, APHIS, VS
Import Animals Branch
4700 River Road — Unit 39
Riverdale, MD 20737-1231
Phone: 301-734-8145 or 734-5097
Fax to: 301-734-4704

Allow 5-10 business days for application processing.

User Fees apply for each permit application submitted. Payment is required
before a permit will be issued (see application information website for more
information).

THE ORIGINAL PERMIT MUST ACCOMPANY THE SHIPMENT. To
expedite this process, you may enclose a prepaid airway bill from the courier
of your choice or provide your courier account number.

FYI: This permitting process will eventually become electronic through
ePermits!

If you have a permit or have applied for one, go to step 3.
Is the final destination of the shipment in the U.S.?
If yes, go to step 4.

If no and the shipment is “transiting” the U.S. (i.e., shipments of SVC-
susceptible fish that are transiting the U.S. en route to a third country), it must
be accompanied by an import permit but does not require a health certificate.
Transiting fish may remain in the U.S. for a period of time not to exceed 7
days from the date of entry. Facilities holding transiting shipments of SVC-
susceptible species must be approved by USDA APHIS prior to being issued
an import permit.

Facilities holding transiting shipments must be located within a 12-mile radius
of the port of entry. Fish shipments must be sealed at the port by VS staff for
transport to the approved holding facility, as well as during the return to an
airport for re-export. Seals must also be broken at the holding facility by VS
staff.

Please contact Dr. Christa Speekmann at 301-734-8695 or Dr. Kathleen
Hartman at 813-671-5230 x119 for more information.



Holding facility requirements:

The facility must be constructed to prevent contact with outside
environmental conditions and can be adequately cleaned, washed and
disinfected.

Live fish, fertilized eggs or gametes held at the facility during transit
should be sufficiently isolated to prevent direct or indirect contact with
any other SVC-susceptible species. Examples of contact include
untreated shared or discharged water sources, or non-disinfected
shared equipment.

The facility should have written biosecurity protocols for all personnel
dealing with transiting fish. These protocols should be adequate to
prevent accidental contamination of any other susceptible fish stocks
present.

The facility should contain adequate supplies of feed and water and for
attendance to the care and feeding of fish, fertilized eggs, or gametes
held in transit.

Provision must be made for disposal of fish carcasses, shipping water,
waste, and any associated shipping materials in a manner that will
prevent dissemination of disease. Examples include disposal in a
biosecure landfill, or other manner (such as chlorination) that would
result in adequate disinfection of any SVC virus if present.

The holding facility must comply with any additional requirements
that may be imposed by the Administrator for a particular shipment if
necessary, to prevent the dissemination of disease.

Facility inspections are subject to User Fees and approval is valid for one year
from date of approval.

Can the exporter provide the appropriate health certificate?

A veterinary health certificate from the exporting country must be issued in

the following format:

Must be in English or accompanied by an official English translation
Must be dated no more than 30 days prior to the date of entry into the
U.S.

Must be endorsed by the Competent Authority (the national veterinary
services or other authority of a country having the responsibility and
competence for ensuring or supervising the implementation of aquatic
animal health measures) of the exporting country




The health certificate must confirm the following:

That all fish or gametes (eggs or sperm) covered by the certificate
originate from areas or premises that are free from SVCV. SVCV-
susceptible fish populations in the region or establishment must be
tested at least twice annually, with at least 3 months between the tests
and at times or under environmental conditions that would facilitate
the detection of SVCV if it were present. Sampling procedures must
utilize an assumed pathogen prevalence of 2 percent, with a
corresponding confidence level of 95 percent. Samples must be
collected and submitted by a certifying official or veterinarian
recognized by the Competent Authority. Testing must be performed in
laboratories that have been approved for SVCV testing by the
Competent Authority of the exporting country. The standard screening
method for SVCV must include isolation of SVCV in cell culture,
using either the epithelioma papulosum cyprini (EPC) or fathead
minnow (FHM) cell lines.

The dates of testing and the methodology used.

That the facility is currently participating in an ongoing SVCV
monitoring and surveillance program recognized by the Competent
Authority of the exporting country.

That the consignment was inspected by a licensed veterinarian or other
approved representative of the exporting country’s Competent
Authority within 72 hours of shipment and found to be without clinical
evidence of disease.

That all containers used in shipping are either of new material or have
been cleaned and disinfected according to protocols listed in the
interim rule. If containers are not new, details of cleaning and
disinfection (C&D) should be included on the Export Health
Certificate or on a separate C&D certificate.

If yes, then go to step 5.

5. Are the following documents arriving with the shipment upon arrival into
the U.S.?

Import permit

Health certificate

C&D certificate (if applicable)

Two (2) copies of a declaration that lists the port of entry; the name
and address of the importer; the name and address of the broker; the
origin of the fish, fertilized eggs or gametes; the number, species, and
purpose of the importation; the name of person to whom the fish will
be delivered; and the location of the place to which such a delivery
will be made.



For customs transactions, use appropriate Harmonized Tariff Schedule (HTS)
codes:

Code Description
0301.10.00.10 Koi and Common Carp
0301.10.00.20 Goldfish and Crucian Carp
0301.93.00.10 Grass, Silver and Bighead carp
0301.99.00.10 Tench and Sheatfish
0511.91.00.10 SVC-susceptible fish fertilized eggs

or milt

If yes or shipment is already en route, go to step 6.

Did you notify the USDA APHIS VS port veterinarian at the U.S. port of
entry for the shipment?

You will need to provide the port veterinarian with the following information:
e Import permit number
e Shipment arrival information

In Florida, the only approved ports of entry are Miami and Tampa. Importers
are required to give 72 hours advance notice of shipments arrival. For
shipments arriving in Tampa, notify Dr. Kathleen Hartman 813-671-5230
x119 (office) or 813-477-7019 (cell). For shipments arriving in Miami, call
305-526-2926.

User Fees apply by the hour for inspection services including travel time
during normal business hours. Unless otherwise previously established via an
established User Fee Credit Account (see

http://www.aphis.usda.gov/vs/pdf _files/vs17-129-cover.pdf for information
on how to set this up), this payment will be due at time of inspection (check,
money order or credit card).

For information on the current User Fee rates contact Dr. Kathleen Hartman at
813-671-5230 x 119.

If yes, then go to step 7!
Shipment is inspected at port of entry (POE).

USDA APHIS VS will release the shipment to the importer after inspection if
all requirements are met. If requirements are not met, the shipment will be
refused entry.

Why will a shipment be refused entry and what happens then?
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A shipment of SVCV-susceptible species will be refused entry into the U.S.
if:

e Shipment arrives at a non-designated port of entry

e Shipment arrives with incomplete or missing documentation

If the shipment is refused entry, the port veterinarian will issue the owner of
the consignment or their legal representative a Refusal of Entry and Order to
Dispose of Fish form (VS 17-136). After receiving VS 17-136, the owner or
their representative may arrange for 1) the immediate transmission of the
required documentation to the port veterinarian or area office, 2) re-
exportation to the country of origin within 48 hours at the importer’s
expense; or 3) release consignment to USDA APHIS for immediate
destruction at the importer’s expense.



